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BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Today's date is 

December 7, 2001. The time is 4:52 p.m. I 

am Battalion Chief Robert Burns, Safety 

Battalion New York City Fire Department. I 

am conducting an interview with William 

Wheeler of Engine 239 in regard to the events 

of September 11, 2001. 

Bill, if you would, tell us in your 

own words what you saw that day. 

A. We went through the tunnel, responded 
through the tunnel, we went up to the West Side 
Highway. There was people all over the ground, 
debris and whatnot. We stopped in front of the 
building and dropped this guy off -- I'm not sure 
who it was -- and proceeded past the building down 
to, I think -- I'm not sure what street it is. 
Warren Street or Murray Street, one of them. We 
found a hydrant, stretched a 3 and a half inch line 
off the back of the rig to 24 Engine who was parked 
on the corner of Vesey and West Street, West Side 
Highway. 

I went back to the Engine back on Warren 


Street, I think, took my roll-ups, live saving rope 


Wheeler 
and whatever else, other tools, went back up to the 
command post in front of 2 World -- the World 
Financial Center. 

The building then fell down. We ran back 
towards underneath the pedestrian bridge on the West 
Side Highway, the north one, and stayed there for a 
period of time. Then I was told by someone, the 
Captain I believe it was, to go get a hand line and 
stretch it into the basement of the World Financial 
Center. I went back to do that. I stopped to wash 
my eyes out and whatever. 

The other building started falling. I ran into 
a building on the corner of Warren Street and stayed 
there for a while. I came back out, went back to 
the rig. Then we went over to see if there was a 
hydrant. 54 Engine was across the street from us. 
We went, hooked it off the hydrant and started 
working the gun on the top to see if we could get 
the car fires out that were in the parking lot 
across the street. But then they told us to shut it 
off because there was no water pressure. They were 
going to move a hand line in. 

Then I went back and we reconnected our 3 and a 


half that we had stretched to Engine 24 originally, 
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because it was covered in the collapse. We went to 
stretch some more of it and got that all done, and 
that's about it. 

Q. When you said earlier that the building 
fell down, that was the first building? The south 
tower? 

A. The south tower. That was the first. 

Q. When you were on West Street stretching 
lines, did you notice any units or the identity of 
any people over there? 

A. The only one I saw, 5 Truck was outside of 
6 World Trade Center, the Customs building, with a 
ladder up. I don't know. There was a tower ladder 
out behind it. I believe it was 12. I'm not Sure. 

I saw 54 Engine across the street, I saw 2 
Truck on the West Side Highway facing underneath the 
pedestrian bridge. Let's see. There is not that 
much more I remember seeing. 

I saw 131 Truck when we first pulled up. I saw 
131 get out of their truck. I saw 122 Truck when we 
first pulled up, I saw them get out of their truck. 
I saw the chauffeur for 16 Engine. I talked to him, 
because I used to work there. And he was asking 


me -- he was trying to back out of a block. He 
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asked me how far he could stretch a 3 and a half and 
I really didn't know. I couldn't help him. I was 
doing something. 

And I saw the chauffeur of 235 after the 
collapses asking where his company was, and I saw 
231's rig was around the corner from our rig, and I 
saw their chauffeur. I didn't see any of their 
guys. And there was a guy that was with us the 
whole time. I don't know where that guy was from 
though. He was with us. Like we used him to 
untangle search ropes and stuff in the building, 
after the second building fell. I don't know if he 
was from Rescue or where he was from. He just came 
out of the basement of the building and he was like 
"Uhhh" and I don't know. 

I think that's about it. 

BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Okay. Thanks, 

Bill. 

The time is 4:56. That's the end of 


the interview. 


